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BRAND HIGHWAY - FUNDING 

1. Mr S.R. HILL to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure:  
Before I ask my question, I acknowledge the presence in the gallery today of students from Allendale Primary 
School, and the home-schooled children as well.   

I am surprised by a recent advertisement placed in the local Geraldton Guardian by the National Party that says 
there is nothing in the budget for Brand Highway.  Is this true, minister?  
Several members interjected. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 
I thank the member for Geraldton for the question.  The member for Geraldton is such a nice person that he 
probably has not always filtered with the required degree of scepticism everything that the National Party says.  
We know that talk is very cheap in the National Party.  However, unlike our government, there is an enormous 
gulf between what the National Party says and what the reality is.  The member for Geraldton will know that, 
earlier this year, we were very concerned about the heavy haulage that was moving on to Brand Highway, and 
we recognised that we needed to do something about that.  We therefore said in January that in addition to the 
works to which we had already committed, we would put into the Brand Highway a special program worth 
$2.4 million.  We gave a commitment that that work would be done in six months.  I am very pleased to report 
that in five months, Main Roads has virtually completed that entire program.  It will be completed by the end of -  

Mr B.J. Grylls interjected. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Let us put that in context.  That is $2.4 million that we have spent since January.  
Compare that with the performance of the National Party when it was part of the coalition government.  In the 
coalition government’s last four years in office, it spent $2.7 million on this road.  We have spent $2.4 million in 
six months.  In five years, compared with that government’s $2.7 million in four years, we have spent $9 million 
on this important road.   

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members!   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  This is incredible!  I assure the member for Geraldton that we will keep pumping 
out those passing lanes.  We have provided in the budget, as we advised the National Party during the estimates 
process, $1.6 million for two new passing lanes that will be delivered this year.  We will continue to invest in 
and upgrade Brand Highway into the future.  We have invested $9 million in five years.  In the National Party’s 
last four years in government, it spent $2.7 million.  We are producing; they are not. 
 


